Children's needs in shelters: mother's perceptions.
The needs of children who witness violence directed at their mothers have only recently gained attention. While shelter services to address children's responses are increasingly evident, there is still much we do not understand about their plight, particularly from the perspective of their mothers. This study used focus-group methodology to identify mothers' perceptions of their children's needs while they were in shelters. Five focus group sessions were held with 27 mothers who had experienced violence in their homes and had used shelter services within the previous two-year period. Data were analyzed to identify six dominant categories of need and 12 supporting thematic categories. The dominant categories included: the counselling needs of the children; day-to-day living needs, such as maintaining family integrity and normality; recreational needs; the needs of children with respect to parenting; and finally, aspects of shelter support for mothers, and the impact of the shelter environment on children. The implications of the findings for program development are discussed.